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8 August 1873

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Roelof Pieters
presided, the consistory strongly condemned Free Masonry. "It was decided that this warning
will be made public to the congregation for the benefit of others."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. 1E, pp. 92 and 93a.
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Consistory Meeting of July 25, 1873
Present: The pastor; Brothers van den Berge, Pijster, Beeuwkes, Kruidenier, Keppel,
Wilterdink, Schrader, Geerlints, Sprietsma, Vaupel.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the pastor.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the previous meetint were red and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The committee for de Weerd grá wife and their daughter, Sientje, reports
that they desire to unite with the congregation. They recommend that this be done. It
was decided to accept them.
ARTICLE 2 (sic) — Pieter Reidsma conic to the meeting to make profession of his faith.
After an interview, it was decided to áccept him.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee rep9rts, concerning the rental of a room by Landegend to
the Oddfellows, for a rental period of five years. He had done this to lighten the heavy
financial burdens, under which hie struggles.
/
ARTICLE 4 — There was a further discussion about the tragic history brought about by
/
the circus. Two brothers of the consistory, one of whom is present at this meeting,
attended. The latter declaredithat as soon as he came to the show place, he felt guilty and
it pained him deeply that he had been captivated by this sin. He declared that he now
wanted to relieve his conscihnce by confession. The brothers were so gladdened that no
one had any further desire ti:i make it more difficult for him. They were satisfied with his
desire to confess this sin, also to the church.
ARTICLE 5 — According tio the custom, the pastor asks if there are any objections to
celebrating the Lord's Supper. There were none.
The meeting was ended with prayer by Brother Kruidenier.
!
j
R. Pieters and J. Schrader, clerk
Consistory Meeting of August 8, 1873
Present: The pastor; Brothers Broek, van den Berge, Pijster, Beeuwkes, Kruidenier,
Keppel, Schrader, Vaarwerk.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the pastor.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2— Decided that Frank Slooter and Jacob Kuiter, because of their persistence
in membership in the Free Masons, will be told that we, the consistory of
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the First Church of Holland, in accordance with classical decision and in harmony with
God's Word in John 3: 20, 21, a scriptural passage which condemns their position, are
obligated to withdraw all of the privileges belonging to the congregation of the Lord from
them. Their oath as Masons dishonors God and is in conflict with his Word, namely,
Matthew 5: 31, etc. We hope that our action may be used as a means, with God's
blessing, to bring them to reflection and genuine conversion, so that we may receive them
once again as those who are redeemed.
It was decided that this warning will be made public to the congregation for the benefit of
others. The committee assigned, consists of van den Berge and Schrader.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided that Brothers Pijster and Kruidenier will serve as a
committee to investigate the complaints that have been brought concerning the offensive
behavior of some of the young people in our midst.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to paint the outside of the parsonage. No further decisions
were made.
ARTICLE 5 — Geertje de Keijzer and children were received with testimonial from St.
Louis.
ARTICLE 6 — A letter from the daughter of Mrs. Toom, now Roozeboom (previously
Olsen), was read.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Keppel.
R. Pijster
J. Schrader, clerk
Consistory Meeting of August 29, 1873
Kruidenier, Keppel,
Present: Brothers van den Berge, Broek, Pijster, Beeuwkes,
_
Schrader, Geerlings, Sprietsma, Vaupel,
Brother Broek was chosen as chairman, and opened the meeting with prayer.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — It was decided to 9ontract for the painting work on the parsonage.
Schrader was requested to make 'this known to those it may concern. Bids must be
received in eight days.
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